ENGAGEMENT AND MARRIAGE

in being selected to be one of the Maids of Honour. The
Royal party usually went to Windsor Castle the week-end
before their invited guests arrived, and I was taken in to
dinner on the Sunday by Colonel Frederick, the Deputy
Master of the Household. He seemed very much worried
that his careful arrangements had been rather spoilt owing
to the King having invited another guest only a few days
before. It was difficult to fit him in and yet leave unaltered
lists that were already printed. Colonel Frederick asked
whether I had met the expected extra guest. General Haig,
and remarked that he had commanded my brother's regi-
ment. He was surprised to hear that I had not met him.
On the first evening (Monday) Douglas took the other
Maid of Honour in to dinner and I sat opposite them. It was
not until Thursday evening that we were introduced, when
it was decreed that we should play golf together.

During Ascot week it had always been the custom for
guests who wanted to play golf after the races to change
hurriedly and get a game in before dinner. I loved to play
and always tried to get a game. I had arranged on Thursday
to play with one of the household, but etiquette obliged
anyone in attendance, like myself, not to play until all the
guests had started. Douglas was standing at the first tee
waiting for the Prince of Wales (King George) when a
message came that the Prince had been detained and a
foursome was made up in which Douglas was detailed to
play with me* I cannot remember who played with the
Duke of Devonshire against us, but I have a vivid recollec-
tion of the Duke getting into every bunker on the course
and finding great difficulty in getting out of them. As a
result, Douglas and I had to wait and make polite conversa-
tion to each other. I naturally questioned him about his
life and work in India, but he seemed rather impatient be-
cause time was getting on, and kept pulling out a beautiful
gold watch which I noticed particularly and about which I
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